
Focus Area 4:  Services for Persons of African Descent by SMC Clergy 
The fourth focus area comes straight out of research that started with the 2014 
Trail of Souls Pilgrimage and the continuing research completed by the time of 
the 325th anniversary of  SMC in 2017.  

 It comes with recommendations and we look forward to the entire parish discussing how to further 
incorporate these findings into the work of the Task Force. 

As we wrote in the 2014 Trail of Souls report . . .  Historical Marker I inside SMC is a reminder that 
SMC clergy conducted many baptisms, marriages, and burials for enslaved and free persons of 
African descent for more than 40 years during the 1800s.   

We did not know that there were many more services that we could report, even with the rise of 
Asbury Broadneck AME (now Asbury Broadneck UMC) by 1852 and the end of chattel slavery in 
1864.   

In 2014, we reported there were no records of enslaved persons appearing in the histories of  
SMC until the 1800s.   It is nearly impossible to report what may have occurred before 1827.   

This parish lost most records in the 1803 fire that destroyed the second church and left SMC 
without a church building except the chapel of ease until 1827.   

We reported using the parochial report for 1825 that  there were five colored baptisms (the first 
such reporting).   The accuracy of this report is highly questionable. The parish reported no other 
baptisms, marriages, and confirmations in 1825 —  a year when the parish had no rector and no 
church building other than Marley Chapel on Curtis Creek more than 10 mile north in today’s Glen 
Burnie.. 

According to the Rev. Orlando Hutton, rector, SMC, clergy performed 16 colored baptisms, and five 
colored marriages in 1844. There is no information about where these services were held.    

Extending sacraments and pastoral care to persons of African descent would continue in 1846 
when the homegrown, Whitehall Plantation living, slave holder, the  Rev. Samuel Ridout, M.D.  
became rector, serving as rector until the close of 1860 when he would move with wife Hester 
Chase Ridout to Scottsville, VA, south of Charlottesville, where he would serve as rector of St. 
Anne’s Scottsville and a surgeon for CSA military forces.   
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According to annual parochial reports submitted by Dr. Ridout to the (Episcopal) 
Diocese of Maryland before 1860 , he conducted these colored services at unknown 
locations (likely private services and not inside the church building)  

 1846 three baptisms 
  1847 seven baptisms, one marriage 
  1848 12 baptisms  
  1849 nine baptisms, one burial 
  1850 seven baptisms 
  1852 nine baptisms, two burials  
  1853 20 baptisms, four burials 
  1854 19 baptisms, two marriages 
  1855 13 baptisms, six marriages 
  1856 nine baptisms three marriages 
  1857 16 baptisms, two marriages  

With the Civil War still raging and Dr. Ridout still in Virginia, in 1864, SMC clergy apparently 
conducted colored services that included 10 baptisms, four marriages, and two burials.  Little 
information is available about who conducted these services and where they were held.  No dates 
are available, consequently we cannot know whether they occurred before or after November 1, 
1864.    

After 1864 only three baptisms and four marriages of persons of African descent appear until Dr. 
Ridout returned to SMC as rector in 1870.  

SMC’s register shows Dr. Ridout conducted services for persons of African descent who were not 
members of St. Margaret from 1870 until just before his death in 1885, at age 63.  Services included 
two baptisms at the then Asbury Broadneck AME Church and two weddings at the rectory — his 
Whitehall Plantation home.   

In the Trail of Souls report we included the period beyond 1864 through the death of Dr. Ridout 
because we could.  The sources we found for the data from 1870 through 1874 led us to other 
sources, and from those sources we have been able to include with this report more than 260 
records with names, dates, and families for services provided for persons of color by clergyman at 
SMC.   

We welcome discussions, corrections, astonishment.  We have looked at the data and have tried to 
visualize each individual.  In the name we have sought the person. 

While SMC clergymen baptized, married, and buried persons of color — few if any services were 
within the church building itself, and no burials on church property.  SMC apparently put forward no 
person of color for Confirmation.  Confirmation before 1979 brought with it membership in the 
church, the right to worship within the church, the right to share the bread and wine with the other 
(white) members of the worshipping congregation. 
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We wonder what SMC could have become if persons of color had become full 
participating members starting in the 1800s.  If all persons could walk in the front door 
and become welcomed, encouraged to become members, establishing a diverse 
worshipping community. 

There is grave sadness at this opportunity lost to the past and an urgency that the future find this 
parish moving beyond a welcoming parish to an inviting parish.  Persons who were not members, 
who could not become members, who did not look like members of the past, who were uninvited, 
found their way to SMC.  They and their descendants are now elsewhere.  Who will come our way 
as SMC lives through its process of reconciliation and reparations? 

Focus Area 4 
Services for Persons of African Descent by SMC Clergy 

What’s Next ? 

We recommend that persons of African descent whom we can only enumerate and those we can 
name, who before and after the abolition of chattel slavery, were not allowed to walk into the front 
door of SMC and Marley Chapel, who could not  select pews of their choosing, who were denied 
the sacraments made available to white members, who were baptized and married outside church 
services and the church building . . . who were never permitted to become members . . . that  
starting in 2021 and going forward be remembered regularly in an appropriate manner. 

That the congregation is told at appropriate remembrances about these  persons and that non-
monetary reparations are made because of what the parish was, what the parish did in the past, 
and what SMC must become.  We will be honoring those enslaved and freed persons of African 
descent who worked  to build parish structures and were connected to our community through 
baptism, marriages, and burials conducted by SMC Clergy. 

Honor and Reconciliation can be done liturgically with a service that details known family 
surnames that may have become lost.  A shorter version can be recorded for those that no longer 
reside locally.  A larger one-time event would be primarily focused on those families.   

Honor and Reconciliation can be done annually.  For example, modifying an All Saints/All Souls or 
other feast day service to include identification of these persons so that annually we identify with 
the struggle of atrocities recorded in our history.  Allowing existing and new parishioners to heal in 
a gradual manner, just as we annually hear of Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection.  An ongoing 
process of understanding.  

Outside participation is welcome but not expected.  The realities of so much time passing,  there 
may be no interest from the generations of families still connected to our area. 

Costs would be minimal and much of the work is already done. 
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1867 Marriage  1 

1870 Baptism  1 
 Marriage  2 

1871 Baptism  4 
 Burial  5 

1872 Baptism  1 

1873 Baptism  3 

1874 Baptism  7 
 Marriage 5 
 Burial  1 

1875 Marriage 1 

1876 Baptism  4 
 Marriage 5 

1877 Baptism  5 
 Marriage 3 

1878 Baptism  9 
 Marriage 4 
 Burial  4 

1879 Baptism 2 
 Marriage 3 
 Burial  3 

1880 Baptism  5 
 Marriage 2 
 Burial  1 

1881 Baptism  1 
  
1882 Baptism 9 
 Marriage 4 
 Burial  1 

1883 Baptism  2 
 Marriage 2 
  

1884 Baptism  1 
 Marriage 1 
  
1886 Baptism  4 
 Marriage 1 
  
1887 Marriage 2 
 Burial  1 

1888 Marriage 3 
 Burial  2 

1889 Baptism  5 
 Marriage 1 
 Burial  3 

1890 Baptism  1 
 Marriage 4 
 Burial  2 

1891 Baptism  3 
 Burial  2 

1892 Baptism   2 
 Marriage  4 
 Burial  

1898 Baptism  1 

1900 Baptism  2 

1901 Baptism  7 
 Marriage 1 

1902 Baptism  13 
 Marriage 3 

1903 Baptism  1 
 Marriage 3 

1904 Baptism  8 

1906 Baptism  1 

1907 Baptism  4 

1908 Marriage 2 

1909 Baptism  16 
 Marriage 6 

1910 Baptism  5 
 Marriage 2 

1911 Baptism  4 
 Marriage 1  

1912 Baptism  8 

1913 Baptism  5 

1919 Baptism  1 

1920 Baptism  2 

1921 Baptism  3 

1924 Baptism  2 

1925 Baptism  2 
 Marriage 1 

1926 Baptism  1 

1928 Marriage 1 

1930 Marriage 1 

1932 Marriage 1 

1933 Baptism  2 
 Marriage 1 

1935 Baptism  1 

1937  Baptism  3 

1938 Baptism  4 

1939 Marriage 1 

? Baptism  2  
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Listing— Colored Services Conducted by Clergy of St. Margaret’s Church 1867-1938 
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	Dressed in a black T-shirt marked with the words “So Sorry”, London, England citizen David Pott dropped to his knees and apologized for his ancestors’ role in transporting slaves to America. “I confess the greed of my city and that I was made rich at the expense of Africans,” said the tall white man near a bronze statue of author Alex Haley that marks the landing point of Kunta Kinte, Haley’s slave ancestor made famous through the book and movie Roots. “I ask forgiveness of African-Americans here today for the horrors endured by your ancestors on London slave ships.”
	On Wednesday 29 September, 2004, Pott and a dozen other people led Annapolis residents on a reconciliation walk on the 237th anniversary of the landing of the Lord Ligonier ship that brought Kunta Kinte to Annapolis.  The Lifeline Expedition, Pott’s London-based Christian organization, has visited European countries with links to the slave trade and continues its reconciliation effort with a tour of the eastern United States that began in Annapolis. The tour marks the latest attempt to foster improved relations between blacks and whites by recalling slave times of yesterday and racism of today.
	1 Oct, 2004 Religion News Service

